


One Hope of Our Calling

Introduction

God has a very im por tant call and pur pose for your life; do you
know what it is? This is the question that I will seek to address in this tract.

Scrip ture re veals that just as there is one body, one Spirit, one Lord,
one faith, one bap tism and one God and Fa ther, so also there is one hope of
our call ing (Ephe sians 4:4-6).

As new born chil dren of God, our first ex pe ri ence of hope be gins
with the Lord’s prom ise, that when we die, we will go to heaven and be
with Him for ever.

Over time, as we grow in grace and knowl edge of the Lord, our hope 
ex pands to em brace His prom ise that all be liev ers will ex pe ri ence a per -
sonal re demp tion of their bod ies when Christ re turns (1 Cor in thi ans
15:50-54). We will be changed into His im age; the body of our hum ble
state will be trans formed into con for mity with the body of His glory
(Philip pi ans 3:20-21). This prom ised re demp tion makes it pos si ble for us
to in herit the king dom.

As we grow fur ther in our knowl edge of Christ we dis cover that
each be liever was pre pared, be gin ning in his mother’s womb, to ful fill a
call that the Lord had spe cifi cally pre pared for him (2 Timo thy 1:9). This is
the full ness of hope to which we are called. Al though we may not un der -
stand this at the time, our call be gins at sal va tion. This is why we must seek
Him above all else. How well we ful fill our call will de ter mine our re wards
when Je sus re turns; per haps even our fu ture glory and place in His king -
dom. Did we build our life and serv ice upon the foun da tion of Christ, on
the fel low ship of His suf fer ings and the power of His res ur rec tion; or did
we build our own king dom?

Paul’s re sponse to the call of God ex presses it well:

Breth ren, I do not re gard my self as hav ing laid hold of it yet; but one 
thing I do: for get ting what lies be hind and reach ing for ward to what 
lies ahead, I press on to ward the goal for the prize of the up ward call 
of God in Christ Je sus. (Philip pi ans 3:13-14)

All that we have spiri tu ally ac com plished dur ing our sal va tion on
earth will be “qual ity checked” ac cord ing to the call that God has placed on 
our life. As His dis ci ple, how well did we build on the foun da tion of
Christ? This is where our hope will be realized.
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. . . like a wise mas ter builder I (Paul) laid a foun da tion, and an -
other is build ing on it. But each man must be care ful how he
builds on it. For no man can lay a foun da tion other than the one
which is laid, which is Je sus Christ. Now if any man builds on the
foun da tion with gold, sil ver, pre cious stones, wood, hay, straw,
each man’s work will be come evi dent; for the day will show it be -
cause it is to be re vealed with fire, and the fire it self will test the
qual ity of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built
on it re mains, he will re ceive a re ward. If any man’s work is
burned up, he will suf fer loss; but he him self will be saved, yet so as
through fire. (1 Cor in thi ans 3:10-15)

The  fact that there is only one hope of our call ing sug gests that it is
cen tered in God’s eter nal pur pose for us. Let us ex am ine the words of God
at the crea tion of man.

Then God said, “Let us make man in Our im age, ac cord ing to Our
like ness; and let them . . . rule over all the earth . . . God blessed
them; and God said to them, “Be fruit ful, and mul ti ply, and fill the
earth, and sub due it, . . . .” (Gene sis 1:26-28)

Man was made from both the earth and from the spiri tual life and
like ness of God. He was made of earth be cause he was to rule over the
earth; he was made from the life of God be cause he was re spon si ble to God
for how he ruled. This fore shad ows the hope of our call ing in God. We are
called to reign over creation.

Man was cre ated a liv ing soul who pos sesses an in ter face with God
through his spirit, and an in ter face to the world through five physi cal
senses. The soul of man con tains his will (the throne of man), his in tel lect,
mem ory and emo tions. His spirit and five senses are two “win dows” of
stimu lus by which man makes all of his de ci sions!

The ul ti mate goal in our sal va tion is learn ing to walk in obe di ence to 
lead ings of the Holy Spirit (gold, sil ver and pre cious stones) over the de -
sires of one’s in tel lect and his physi cal senses (wood, hay and straw). The
glorified state of our be ing con tains our hope.

For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope;
for who hopes for what he al ready sees? (Ro mans 8:24)

This tract has been writ ten to ex plain the sig nifi cance of the hope of
our call ing, how it flows out of the pur pose of God to bring forth a large
fam ily of sons to rule over a re deemed earth in Christ. Since God has one
pri mary pur pose for man, He speaks of His call as, the one hope of our call -
ing.
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(Se lected words in vari ous scrip tures have been high lighted for the
pur pose of em pha sis.)

In the Beginning

The com mis sion ing of Adam was not the be gin ning, for God
foreknew that Adam would sin and fail in his mis sion. Be fore God laid the
foun da tion of the earth, He looked down the cor ri dor of time and pro pheti -
cally saw those de scen dants of Adam who would not fail, but would
choose to obey the call of God in their gen era tion. These He has called.

God does not co erce any one to change or nul lify their will; He does
seek to draw men to Him self by re veal ing His love for them, but the fi nal
de ci sion lies with men; we are not ro bots.

Thus the very first truth in the one hope of our call ing, is God’s fore -
knowl edge of all be liev ers, who in their gen era tion, will choose to obey
Him. These be liev ers are pre des tined to be con formed into the im age of Je -
sus.

For those whom He foreknew, He also pre des tined to be come con -
formed to the im age of His Son, so that He would be the first born
among many breth ren. (Ro mans 8:29)

When one has been born from above by the Spirit of God, he pos -
sesses the life of Christ; he is a child of God who will be con formed into the 
im age of Christ. The one hope of our call ing is an chored in the cer tainty of
the will and pur pose of God.

The Purpose of God

What is hope to us is a fact with God, for His pur pose will surely be
es tab lished.

. . . for I am God, and there is no one like Me, de clar ing the end
from the be gin ning, and from an cient times things which have not
been done, say ing, “My pur pose will be es tab lished, and I will ac -
com plish all My good pleas ure, . . . . Truly I have spo ken; truly I
will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it”. (Isaiah
46:9-11)

God was not sur prised at the fall of man into sin, and the con se quen -
tial fall of the earth into the cor rup tion of de cay. He foreknew that this
would take place even be fore He laid the foun da tion of the earth.
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Be cause of His deep love for lost man kind, God made pro vi sion for
the one and only sac ri fice that could re deem man and re store him into di -
vine right eous ness and fel low ship with Him self. He sent His only be got ten
Son, Je sus, to be come the sin- bearer for all men. This act was es sen tial for
man to have hope of any kind.

Be ing both God and man, Je sus be came the me dia tor be tween God
and man. He lived a per fect life, which He will ingly gave up in death to
atone for the sins of all men. He was God’s sac ri fi cial Lamb. The truth of
His sac ri fice is the gos pel of His death, bur ial and res ur rec tion.

The tran si tion of man from spiri tual death back into the life and
right eous ness of God is based on His love for us.

For I am con vinced that nei ther death, nor life, nor an gels, nor
prin ci pali ties, nor things pres ent, nor things to come, nor pow ers,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other cre ated thing, will be able to
sepa rate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Je sus, our
Lord. (Ro mans 8:38-39)

Our call in God is framed by the hor rific beat ing and scourg ing of
Je sus. His back was plowed by whips, His face was marred and dis fig ured,
and nails were driven through His hands and feet. The life of the flesh is in
the blood; the blood from His body was the blood of God, and is the only
cleans ing agent for sin that ex ists. Re pen tance and faith in Christ is the first 
step that man must take in re sponse to the call of God.

God has pur posed to bring forth an ad mini stra tion, a stew ard ship
where all things in both heaven and earth will be summed up in Christ. He
will have first place in eve ry thing. This stew ard ship also con tains an in -
heri tance for mem bers of the body of Christ (Ephe si ans 1:9-11). This in -
heri tance will be our re ward for how well we fulfilled the one hope of our
call ing.

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be en light ened, so that you
will know what is the hope of His call ing, what are the riches of the 
glory of His in heri tance in the saints. (Ephe si ans 1:18)

We need reve la tion to un der stand our call ing, and es pe cially to un -
der stand how it re lates to the author ity and glory of Christ.

. . . when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heav enly places, far above all rule and author ity and
power and do min ion, and every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the one to come. And He put all things in sub -
jec tion un der His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the
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church, which is His body, the full ness of Him who fills all in all.
(Ephe si ans 1:20-23)

As we per son ally yield to the call of God, the to tal gift ing of all be -
liev ers re flects the full ness of Christ. In to tal, all be liev ers make up His
body, just as we also are a large fam ily of sons with each one made in His
im age.

But God . . . made us alive to gether with Christ (by grace you have
been saved), and raised us up with Him and seated us with Him in
the heav enly places in Christ Je sus. (Ephe si ans 2:4-6)

Our Fa ther has called us to this fu ture, com pleted state where we are
in te grated into the body of Christ. A church is much more than just an as -
sem bly of be liev ers who are or gan ized by lead ers around cer tain doc trine;
it is part of the body of Christ, mem bers who are united un der His head ship
and who ex press His will and pur pose through their re la tion ships, gifts and
min is tries of the Spirit. Our part is to un der stand His call, yield to His will,
be equipped in the body of Christ to ful fill our call, and hum bly serve in our 
place in the body of Christ.

The glory of Christ is a foun da tion truth to all of this tak ing place.

. . . what is the riches of the glory of this mys tery among the Gen -
tiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Co los sians 1:27)

Christ must be com pletely cen tral to eve ry thing in our life and in our 
re sponse to the call of God.

Equipped in the Body of Christ

The first call that every believer re ceives is the call to re pen tance, to
be lieve the gos pel and be jus ti fied. From then on all of the tri als, pray ers,
per se cu tions, test ings, etc., are part of our call to be glo ri fied in Christ
when He re turns.

And these whom He pre des tined, He also called; and these He
called, He also jus ti fied; and these whom He jus ti fied, He also glo -
ri fied. (Ro mans 8:30)

Once we have been jus ti fied, we be come part of the body of Christ.
This is where we will be equipped to ful fill the one hope of our call ing.

A vi tal prin ci ple in our call ing is the vir tue of unity. We are bonded
in love to be one func tion ing body un der the head ship of Christ; there are
no “lone rang ers.”

5



The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they 
may be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they
may be per fected in unity . . . . (John 17:22-23)

 An other im por tant prin ci ple in the body of Christ is God’s de sire for 
di ver sity. This is evi dent in His crea tion of flow ers and of birds. Man is no
ex cep tion; there is great di ver sity in the body of Christ, for each of us are
unique, and we have been cre ated for di verse tasks. While we can learn
much from each other, our sense of des tiny will not be ful filled by copy ing
other be liev ers; we are to be uniquely like Je sus.

For we are His work man ship, cre ated in Christ Je sus for good
works which God pre pared be fore hand so that we would walk in
them. (Ephe si ans 2:10)

When we were be ing formed within our mother’s womb, the Spirit
of God cre ated within us a spe cific struc ture of DNA that uniquely de fined
vari ous per sonal and per son al ity properties. When one is saved, and re -
ceives the Holy Spirit, He anoints these prop er ties through spiri tual gifts
and min is tries that will en able the be liever to ful fill the call of God (Psalm
139:13-16).

This is the be gin ning of be ing equipped in the body of Christ. We
have noth ing to do with what God has placed within us be fore our birth; but 
we must seek, in Christ, the plan God has pre pared for our life thereafter.

The prophet, Jere miah, is a good ex am ple of such a call.

Be fore I formed you in the womb I knew you, and be fore you were
born I con se crated you; I have ap pointed you a prophet to the na -
tions. (Jere miah 1:5)

Be liev ers are bonded to gether in unity, in a cove nant un ion with
Christ, to form a spiri tual body with great di ver sity of ex pres sion.

Now there are va rie ties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
va rie ties of min is tries, but the same Lord. There are va rie ties of ef -
fects (mani fes ta tions), but the same God who works all things in all 
per sons. (1 Cor in thi ans 12:4-6)

The key word to de scribe such di ver sity is “or gan ism,” not or gani -
za tion!

God has pre pared a place in the body of Christ that only you can fill.
This is His plan for your life.

But now God has placed the mem bers, each one of them, in the
body, just as He de sired. (1 Cor in thi ans 12:18)
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The pur pose of min is try is not to ed ify one self, but to build up oth ers 
in the lo cal body. Gift ings of the Holy Spirit are very di verse since they ex -
press the full ness of Christ.

Since we have gifts that dif fer ac cord ing to the grace given to us,
each one of us are to ex er cise them ac cord ingly . .  .  . (Ro mans 12:6)

For of His full ness we have all re ceived, and grace upon grace.
(John 1:16)

Di ver sity ex ists in one’s per son al ity, ma tur ity, spiri tual gifts, and
method of serv ice; for ex am ple a prophet may speak from a scrip ture that
has been quick ened to him, or speak from vi sions that he super naturally
sees.

For to one is given the word of wis dom through the Spirit, and to an -
other the word of knowl edge ac cord ing to the same Spirit, to an -
other faith by the same Spirit, and to an other gifts of  heal ing by the
one Spirit, and to an other the ef fect ing of mira cles, and to an other
proph ecy, and to an other the dis tin guish ing of spir its, to an other
vari ous kinds of tongues, and to an other the in ter pre ta tion of
tongues. (1 Cor in thi ans 12:8-10)

There can arise situa tions and times of need in an as sem bly that re -
quire the in put of a specific min is try.

God has ap pointed in the church, first apos tles, sec ond proph ets,
third teach ers, then mira cles, then gifts of heal ings, helps, ad mini -
stra tions, vari ous kinds of tongues. (1 Cor in thi ans 12:28)

Ef fec tive min is try can not be sepa rated from growth in char ac ter. It
is out of re la tion ship with Christ that one can min is ter His life to oth ers.
One of the best de scrip tions of the early church is the state ment, “Be hold,
how they love one an other.”

There are many other min is try call ings; for ex am ple, hos pi tal ity, or a 
godly mother who is rais ing her chil dren to know and love the Lord.

There are also five min is tries who are spe cifi cally anointed to equip
the saints for their work of serv ice.

And He (Je sus) gave some as apos tles, and some as proph ets, and
some as evan gel ists, and some as pas tors and teach ers, for the
equip ping of the saints for the work of serv ice, to the build ing up of 
the body of Christ. (Ephe si ans 4:11-12)

It is pos si ble for one to equip oth ers with out be ing their over seer.
How ever it  is from men of godly char ac ter, who pos sess one of these five
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min is tries, that elders are cho sen to over see the lo cal church (1 Ti tus 1:5-9;
1 Timo thy 3:1-7).

It is good to re mem ber that us ing our time and tal ents to build a re -
lig ious struc ture, which does not rec og nize or edify the body of Christ, is a
work of wood, hay and straw.

The first step in be ing equipped is de vel op ing a hun ger to know the
Lord; in seek ing Him, one will be gin to see his place of serv ice in the body.
As head of the church, Je sus ini ti ates all call ings and min is tries.

Pro phetic im par ta tion is com monly used by the Lord to make
known, or to con firm, the min is try call ing of be liev ers.

Do not ne glect the spiri tual gift within you, which was be stowed on 
you through pro phetic ut ter ance with the lay ing on of hands by the 
pres by tery. (1 Timo thy 4:14)

For I long to see you so that I may im part some spiri tual gift to you,
that you may be es tab lished. (Ro mans 1:11)

For this rea son I re mind you to kin dle afresh the gift of God which
is in you through the lay ing on of my hands. (2 Timo thy 1:6)

The lay ing on of hands makes it very clear to whom the pro phetic
word is di rected. Pro phetic words carry the anointing

A key re quire ment in such min is try is the pres ence of faith and will -
ing ness in the heart of the one re ceiv ing the proph ecy. I thank the Lord for
the vari ous times in over fifty years of my life that I have been edi fied by
con firm ing or di rec tive proph ecy.

Min is try in the body of Christ is not a case of “per form ers” (clergy)
and “spec ta tors” (la ity); it is the di verse in put of the whole body that is as -
sem bled.

What is the out come then breth ren? When you as sem ble, each one
has a psalm, has a teach ing, has a reve la tion, has a tongue, has an
in ter pre ta tion. Let all things be done for edi fi ca tion. (1 Cor in thi ans
14:26)

The ideal en vi ron ment for be liev ers to be prop erly shep herded in, as 
they ex er cise their spiri tual gifts, learn trust and ac count abil ity in min is try,

is in small groups.

A vi tal fac tor in equip ping oth ers is to train them to see the hand of
God in their tri als, temp ta tions, test ing and per se cu tion.
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And we know that God causes all things to work to gether for good
to those who love God, to those who are called ac cord ing to His
pur pose. (Ro mans 8:28)

What it means to be prop erly equipped in a lo cal ex pres sion of the
body of Christ, is well ex pressed in the fol low ing scrip ture:

. . . speak ing the truth in love, we are to grow up in all as pects into
Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body be -
ing fit ted and held to gether by what every joint sup plies, ac cord ing 
to the proper work ing of each in di vid ual part, causes the growth of 
the body for the build ing up of it self in love. (Ephe si ans 4:15-16)

The growth pro cess in build ing the body of Christ is lik ened to
build ing with mul ti ple sized and shaped stones, rather than with the uni -
form con for mity of bricks. Man may build with bricks so that he can bet ter
con trol what is well defined, but God builds with stones to en sure diversity.

You also, as liv ing stones, are be ing built up as a spiri tual house
for a holy priest hood . . . . (1 Pe ter 2:5)

Conclusion

My text be gan with God’s de clared pur pose to cre ate man in His im -
age with a com mis sion to rule the earth for Him. The ful fill ment of His pur -
pose will be com plete with the re turn of Christ to the earth. At this time
be liev ers will re ceive full adop tion as sons of God by re ceiv ing glo ri fied
bod ies like that of Je sus (Ro mans 8:23).

In one of the last epis tles of the New Tes ta ment, the Lord re views
His plan for man.

For He did not sub ject to an gels the world to come . . . . But one has
tes ti fied some where, say ing, “What is man, that You re mem ber
him? . . . You have made him for a lit tle while lower than the an -
gels; You have crowned him with glory and honor, and have ap -
pointed him over the works of Your hands; You have put all things
in sub jec tion un der his feet.” (He brews 2:5-8)

The ques tion is, “Are we fully pre pared to reign in the place that our
Fa ther has pre pared us for?” The answer is whether we have built with
wood, hay and straw; or with gold, sil ver and pre cious stones.

Blessed are the meek, for they shall in herit the earth. (Mat thew
5:5)
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At the res ur rec tion, there will be great re wards for all over com ers,
but there will also be many who are ashamed and dis ap pointed. Eve ry thing 
will be de cided by the glory of our re la tion ship with Christ while we were
in His body on earth; did we ful fill the hope of our call ing?

Now, lit tle chil dren, abide in Him, so that when He ap pears, we
may have con fi dence and not shrink away from Him in shame at
His com ing. (1 John 2:28)

Scrip ture sug gests that a be liever’s re ward at the res ur rec tion is
meas ured by the glory he re ceives (Dan iel 12:3). All be liev ers will re ceive
a body like that of Je sus, but there will be dif fer ent glo ries.

There is one glory of the sun, and an other glory of the moon, and
an other glory of the stars; for star dif fers from star in glory. So
also is the res ur rec tion of the dead . . . .  (1 Cor in thi ans 15:41-42)

Even crea tion to day seeks to be de liv ered from its bond age to de cay
and cor rup tion that arose from the sin of Adam. All things will be made
new; and crea tion is wait ing for the com ing over sight of re deemed sons.

For the anx ious long ing of the crea tion waits ea gerly for the re -
veal ing of the sons of God. (Ro mans 8:19)

Why is reign ing on the earth so im por tant? The an swer is be cause
that is where God is es tab lish ing His tab er na cle!

. . . and I heard a loud voice from the throne, say ing, “Be hold, the
tab er na cle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them,
and they shall be His peo ple, and God Him self will be among them.” 
(Reve la tion 21:3)

As we ap proach the close of this age, as the Lord re stores His church 
to gather in the end- time har vest, it is of ut most im por tance to know the
hope of our call ing, and by God’s grace, to ful fill it.


